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PR E T E D ERS 


DucLaRaTION and CoMMISSION. 


l E Poſt that came laſt Week from 
WI Edinburgh brought a great Number 
of printed Copies of two treaſona- 
dle Papers diſperſed there, purport- 
ing to be the Pretender's Commuſſion 
appointing his Son Regent, and the Son's Decla- 
rution, inviting People to join and aſſt Tas. in 
the preſent unnatural Rebellion. 
Theſe Papers are liable to © many Objections, 
that nothing but the Notoriety of the Fact would 
inde: * them to be Genuine. 


A2 The 


14 


The Commiſſion is dated at the Pretenderis 
Court at Rome the 23d Day of December, 1743. 
in the forty-third Year of his pretended Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, and begins with reciting, that he 
had then 4 near Profpett of being reſtored to the 
Throne of his Anceſtors, and ends with a Clauſe, 
whereby he, in Terms, DispENs ES with all For- 
malities and other Omiſſions that may be therein 
contained, and declares the ſaid Commiſſion to be as 
firm and valid as if it bad paſſed his Great Seal, 
and as if i were accerding to the uſual Stile and 
Forms. 

Tue Power @ Diſpenſing with Law by. Regal 
Authority was one of the great Grievances the 
Nation laboured under during the arbitrary Reign 
of King Fames the Second, and was aſſerted to 
be illegal at the Revolution by the Declaration 
of Rights, 

\ The'incerting this Clauſe in the ' Commiſion 
eee tO be injudicious, unleſs it was 
meant to boulſter up the Proofs. of the Pretender's 
Legitimacy, by letting Mankind ſee he is deter- 
mined to tread- in his pretended Father's Steps, 
anche he inherits his worſt Qualitiess. 

As to his pretended Title to the Croyen in 
Right of bis Anceſtors, were we to allow him to be 
the Son of the late King James, which many 
People doubt, yet, as he and all his Children 
hy = Pp, bend they: by abe Laws of the Land, | 
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Lr 1 
which. i in his Declaration he ſays ſpall be the Rule 
of bis Afions, are abſolutely barred. from any 
Right-or Pretenſious to it; the Legiſlature at the 
Revolution having wiſely declared, that it hath 
been found by Experience 1o be inconſiſtent with the 
Safety and Welfare of this Proteſtant Kingdom to be 
governed by a Popiſh Prince, or by any King or Queen 
marrying a Papiſt, and therefore enatled that all 
Perſons within thoſe Deſcriptions ſhould be far ever 
incapable from reigning over us, | 

The Date of this Commiſſion, and the Ex. 
preſſion, that he had a near Proſpel of being 
reſtored, puts the Reality of an Invaſion in his 
Favour having been intended in 1743 out of all 
Queſtion, and ought to reflect Shame and Con- 
fuſion on thoſe Perſons who induſtriouſly repre- 
ſented that Deſign a3 2 political and miniſterial 
Fiction, a Thing 883 was never e of or 
intended. . 

The Declaration bears Date at Paris the 16th 
Day of! A, 1743. It begins with aſſerting 
bis hereditary Right to the Crown, and à Promiſe 
of a free Pardon of all Offences committed before 
the Publication thereof y" the Benefit whereof, - by 
ſubſequent Words, leaſt it ſhould: be tov generaly 
is reſtrained to ſuch Perſons at ſhoitld teſtify theis 
Willingneſs to accept of it, either by joining bis Forets, 
by ſetting up or repairing to his Standard,” or at on 


4 mb, AN a nag, come 10 „ | 
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oppoſe bim, or wilfully and deliberately do or concur 


Prattion, Prejudice, or Annejance of theſe . 


Gentleman. inagine the People of England, after 


(6 ] 

42 Obedience to bis Orders; and be leaves * the 
Rigour of the Law all thoſe who from thenceforth 
L. e. after the 15th of May, 1745, N. S.] fall 


any A or Ant, Civil or Military, to the Let or 
Detriment of him, bis Cauſe or Title, or to the De- 


declare and aft for bim. 

So that all Neuters and Leokersot, as well as 
all thoſe who, ſince the 15th of May, 1745, N.S- 
have given, or hereafter ſhall- give, any Teſti- 
tnony of their Loyalty to his Majeſty King 
George, are abſolutely excluded che Benefit of this 
mock Pardon, and, ſhould the Rebels ſucceed, 


would be, literally, expoſed to be the Objetta of 


their Plunder and Cruelty. i 
| As to bis Pretence of hereditary Right, can this 


the happy Experience of being $7 Years quietly 
by Kings and Queens of their own 
chuſing, whoſe Title to the Crown, and that of 
the People to the Enjoyment of their Liberties 
and Properties, is mutual; and depend on the 
Sanctions, will be fo fooliſh 
as to part willingly with this glorious Settlement 
of their Liberties ; and ſubmit to be governed by 
one whoſe- Claim depends fingly on, the (laviſh 
Principle of an indefeafible beraditary Right, which 
uo Craelties, no Injuſtices, no Acts of Violence 
vr Tyranny, can forfeit, or make alienable; and 
_ wholsw 


17 7 
who necellary Conſequences are Pulte Obedi- 
ence and 'Nan-Rebltance. = 
The preſent Parliamentary Tile hath ſubſiſted 
without any Interruption, or any Acts of Vis» 
lence, or Attempts by the Crown on the Liber- 
tics of the People, npwards of $7 Years, and 
there: js not an Eiiſiman under 78 Years of Age 
chat ever entered into any Agreement to ſupport 
any other. It is not therefore to he imagined 
that che preſent Race of Englifmer, who were 
born ar attained their Age of Diſcretion under 
this - happy Settlement of the Crown, and who 
are all- engaged by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Intereſt, 
and hound by the moſt folemn Oaths and A. 
furances to ſupport and defend it, and who, ag 
they never entered into any Engagement to any | 
Perſon claiming under any other, can have no 
Scraples concerning the Methods by which this 
Parliamentary Title was firſt introduced, will 
ever be ſo weak or wicked to give it up, or 
ſuffer it to be wreſted from them, in favour of 
one whoſe Pretence of Title is abſolutely i incon· 
liſtent with true Liberty. 
The Doctrine and Principles, upon which the 
Revolution proceeded, may with the greateſt 
Eaſe be juſtified againſt every Objection that was 
ever made againſt it: Rut it is immaterial to the 
preſent Qeſtion, ſince if it had been brought 
about by Steps ever 0 irregular, yet, as it has 
been the happy Means. of making us who were 
born, ſince, and had. uo Share of the Guilt, a 


happy 


preſſion whatſoever, particularly on Account of Con- 


* was never offered by the Pen of a Je- 


b D 
happy and a free People, it would be Madnefs for 
us to let it be altered, and thereby wilfully con- 
eur in the Deſtruction of ourſelves and our 
Poſterity. | 
He then declares, that, as Ga: as ever the King- 
dom ſhall be in a State of Tranquility, be twill by 
and with the Advice of a free Parliament, wherein 
no Corruption, nor undue Influence whatſcever, ſhall 
be uſed to byaſs the Votes of the Elefors, or Elkcted, 
ffettle, confirm, and ſecure all the Rights. Ecclgſiaſti- 
cal and Civil of each of bis refpeirve Kingdoms ; He 
being fully reſolved to maintain the Church of Eng 
land as by Law eftabliſhed; and likewiſe the Proc 
teftant Churches of Scotland and Ireland, confor- 
mable to the Laws of each reſpective Ningdom, toge- 
ther with 4 Toleration to all Proteſtant Diſſenters; 
He being utterly averſe 10 all Perſecution and Op- 


ſcience and Religion; and his Son being perfetily con- 
vinced of the Reaſonableneſs and Equity of the ſame 
Principles, in Conſequence thereof thereby declares, 
that all Perſons ſpall be maintained in the full Enjoy- 
ment and Poſſeſſion of all their Rights, Privileges 
and Immunities, and eſpecially of all Churches, Uni- 
werfities and Schools, conformable to the Laws of the 
Land, which be declares ſpall ever be the unaltera- 
ble Rule of his Government. 

The reading this ridiculous Rhapſody muſt fire 
the Breaſt of every one, who deſcrves the Name 


of an Engliſoman, with Indignation ; a greater In- 


ſuit 


[9] 
ſuit to the common Underſtanding of every Pro- 
teſtant and Freeman-in the Kingdom. 

As to the Freedom of a Britiſh Parliament 10 
be called by the Pretender, my Countrgmen will 
all agree, its Freedom will equal that of Paris, 
where this Declaration was prepared, and from 
whence it is dated: As to its being choſen with. 
out Corruption, or any other undue Influence, without 
being a Prophet, one may foretell it will be in 
this Reſpect on a Par with that choſen on a 
like Occaſion in the Reign of Queen Mary, in 
which Gardiner took effectual Care, that none 
ſhould ſit but ſuch as he was aſſured would 
concur 1n reſtoring Popery. 

As to bis ſettling, confirming and ſecuring the 
Rights Ecclefiaftical* and Civil of theſe Kingdoms; 
they are already ſo well ſettled and ſecured, in 
Oppoſition to hereditary Right, and every other 
ſlaviſn Principle, that they ſtand in need of no 
new Settlement, and it will not be in the Power 
of the Pretender, againſt the univerſal Senſe and 
Opinion of a free-born- and brave People, to 
unhinge them. The Word Rights, as uſed in 
this Paragraph, is entirely Equivocal, and a Piece 
of Jeſuitical Legerdemain, to impoſe on plain- 
meaning Men: If the Pretender had meant, 
that he was ready to ſecure to us the quiet Pot 
ſeſſion of all the Rights and Properties we en- 
joy under his preſent Majeſty (which is what he 
would have every Engliſhman underſtand by it) 
he ſhould have added the Words, as at preſent 


av a Pac ed 


C10 J 
tofſefſed and enjoyed, or others of the like Import, 
there not being a Liberty or Property we are 
in Poſſeſſion of, which, under a» Popiſh Prince, 
who will underſtand theſe Words in a quite diffe- 
rent Senſe, we ſhould not, by Virtue of their 
Hoctrine of Equivocation and mental Reſerva- 
tion, be told we have no Right to; as our Tile to 
them depends chiefly on Laws, which he will 
fay were made by Rebels; or are of no Autho- 
rity : The Uti Peſfidetis was not intended by the 
Perſon who penned this Declaration, Laymen 
continying in Poſſeſſion of Abby-Land, and Lay 
Impropriations, &c. being inconſiſtent - with 
Popery. 

As to bis maintaining the Church of En gland. 
es by Law eftabliſhed ; — The Pretender certainly 
intends it in the Jeſuitical Meaning of the Words. 
— The Expreſſions, tbe Church of England, as 
by Law eſtabliſhed, and the Laws of the Land, uſed 
in this Declaration, are equ:zvoca! Terms, and un- 
derſtood by Papiſts to mean a different Church, 
and different Laws. from thoſe which Exliſimen 
and Proteſtants always apply them. to. Had he 
intended theſe. very material Words in the Senſe 
he would have us underſtand them in, he ſhould 
have added, and as at preſent uſed and exerciſed. 
The following Quotation from the Speech of a 
late Reverend Prelate made in the Houſe of 
Peers in the Year 1704, will ſet this in the 
cleareſt Light 
155 « I knew 


Eu 

% knew, ſaid he, one of the moſt eminent 
« Papiſts of the Age, who uſed often to ſay, be 
% was for the Cburch of England, as by Law eſta- 
&« Bpliſbed, I took the Liberty to ask him, how 
& ſuch a Profeſſion did agree with his Sincerity ? 
6 He - anſwered, He looked on the Laws of Queen 
« Mary, as het in full Force; for he thought 
& Queen Elizabeth, who repealed them, had nd 
* more Right to the Crown than Oliver Crom- 
&« ell had; fo that her Laws were no Laws.” 

There is not a Papiſt in the Kingdom, who, 
if the Pretender ſhould ſucceed, would not _ 
in the ſame candid Manner. 

As to his granting Toleration 10 Proteſtant Di 72 


ers; his Friends, in the Tear 1714, gave the 


Diſſenters a ſure Earneſt of his good Intentions 
towards them, in the Care they took, by the 
Bill againſt Schiſm, of the Education of their 
Children, whereby the Diſſenters were reduced to 
the cruel Neceſſity, either of educating their 
Children in a Way they did not approve, or 


of leaving them without any proper Inſtruction. 


As to the Pretender's being-utterly averſe o all 
Perſecution and Oppręſon, particularly on Account of 
Conſcience and Religion, and the pretended Regent's 
being perfectly convinced of the Reaſonableneſs and 


Equity of the ſame Principles, — Theſe are Para- 


doxes, which carry ſo much of the Brogue, and 
of St. Omers with them, and are ſuch an Inſult 
on Truth and common Honeſty, that they ſcarce 


deſerve a ſerious Anſwer. 
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1 
The Pretender, and his Children, are avow- 
ed Papiſts; they do not ſo much as pretend to 
be Proteſtants; they live in the public Exerciſe 
and Profeſſion of the Popiſh Religion; his Son 
is'attended in the preſent Expedition by a Fa- 
ther Confeſſor, who, it is faid, is a Jeſuit, and 
his Cabinet Council are all of them 7r;þ Papiſts. 
Circumſtances that muſt convince Proteſtants 
of. their Inclination to Perſecution. | 
In 1714, ſome Feints were made of a dijftant 
Probability, that the Pretender might turn Pro- 
teſtant; and in a Paper of Promiſes, dated the 


zd of January, 1714, O. S. which was diſperſed 


in his Name, previous to the Rebellion, all over 
England, he, with a Sincerity, of a Piece with 
that which runs thro' every Line of his preſent 
Declaration, was pleaſed to expreſs himſelf in the 
following Manner. | 
* The King having impartially conſidered 
both the Sufferings of the Royal Family, and 
the Troubles and diſmal Proſpect of theſe 
Kingdoms; and being willing to remove all 
Obſtructions, and to give the utmoſt Satisfac- 
* tion that is in his Power, not only to the juſt 
* Expectation, but even to the Wiſhes of his 
++ People. 
As to the chief Objection, the Difference of 
*© Religion, his Majeſty hopes, that all good Men 
„vill conſider, that he was driven out of his 
Country in his Cradle; and that every Body's 
Education being the Choice and Buſineſs of 
| &* their 
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their Parents, he was educated by his Parents 
in the Religion, and in that Church they 
themſelves thought to be beſt. And now, 
fince he has been thus educated, and never 
ſeen any other Church, if he ſhould declare 
himſelf a Proteſtant, very few, even of his 
Friends, wou believe bim; and his Enemies 
would be fare to turn it againſt him, not only 
as a mean and diſhonourable, but dangerous 
Diſſimulation, | 

«© It is not poſlible for him, in his preſent 
Circumſtances, to enter into Diſputes about 
Matters of Religion; and public and formal 
Diſputes are rarely attended with, any real Ad- 
vantage; but as ſoon as it pleaſes God to give 
him the full and free Opportunity of Con- 
verſation with his own Subjects, he promiſes 
upon his Honour, that he will fairly hear and 
examine whatſoever any good Man, Church- 
man, or Layman, ſhall repreſent to him in 
theſe Matters; and whatſoever ſhall be the 
Reſult, as to his own private Opinion, his Ad- 
miniſtration ſhall be according to the Laws and 
Conſtitution, without giving the leaſt Ground 
of Offence, or making the leaſt Encroach- 
ment.“ 

My Countrymen, in the Year 1714, were not 


to be impoſed on by ſuch tinſel Arguments; 
for which Reaſon they have now loſt even this 
glimmering Hope: And by the Pretender's Si- 


lence in his preſent Declaration, concerning his 
S. 


Own 
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own Religion, we may conclude, all Hopes of 
his Converſion to our's are over, and, that if we 
will have him, we muſt have bis Religion allo, 
without his promiſing to ſecure that which we 
profeſs to us, in any other but the equivocal 
Manner above-mentioned, 

General Cope's Defeat would, without Doubt, 
have been attended and magnified by the Rebels, 
by a Day of public Thankſgiving at Edinburgh, 
had not this Bigotry of Religion prevented it; 
as a Papiſt, the Mock-Regent could not aſſiſt 
at an Act of Kirk-Worſhip; and the ſinging 
Te Deum, and celebrating High-Maſs in Edin- 
burgh, in the preſent Situation of his Aﬀairs, was 
thought improper, and ſomewhat too ſoon. 

Perſecution, on Account of Conſcience and Re- 
ligion, was formerly eſteemed to be the pecu- 
liar Badge of the Roman Church; but, if the 
Pretender is to be believed, in Oppoliiion to the 
Practice of the Court of Rome in this and all for- 
mer Ages, Perſecution is entirely inconſiſtent 
with the Genius and Principles of Popery.— Nu- 
merous Decrees of Councils, the Conſent of almoſt 
all the Doctors of the Church, the Bulls of Popes, 
and the ſettled Maxims of the Canon Law, af- 
firm it to be the fundamental Duty of Catholics 10 
exlirpate Hereſy and Heretics by Fire and Sword, 
where-ever, aud when ever they can; and their 
Practice for many Ages hath been uniformly cor- 
reſpondent and agrecable to this Principle. No 

Age, 


E 
4 
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Age, no Country, in which Popery has pre- 


vailed, is without ſome very deep Marks of this 
ſaperſtitious Fury, which never. lets them reſt 
till they have converted or deſtroyed all the 
Proteſtants that are under their Power, and, what 
is more terrible, they commit theſe horrid Cru- 


elties with Joy and Calmneſs of Mind, without 
lying open to the leaft Remorſe from Nature, 
believing they do God good Service by thus 
butchering their Fellow-Creatures. 

It is not inſinuated, that our Invader hath 
renounced theſe Doctrines, or ſeperated from the 
Church of Rome, in this, or any other Particu- 
lar, which makes his attempting to palm this 
impudent Falſhood on Mankind the more re- 
markable.. — To conclude, whoever can believe 
the Pretender ſincere in this Part of his Declara- 
tion, is capable of believing the Doctrine of 


Tranſubſtantiation in its utmoſt Extent. 


As to his Declaration, that the Laws of the 
Land ſhall be the nnalterable Rule of his Government; 
I have already taken Notice of the equivocal 
Senſe, in which a Popiſh Prince muſt uſe theſe 
Words. — But the Argument bears harder on the 
Pretender, it being evident he cannot mean 
thereby, the Laws we at preſent enjoy, ſince many 
of thoſe Laws exclude him from any Title to diſ- 
turb us, were made againſt Popery, and have de- 
clared him to be a Traitor, and as ſuch ſet a 
Price upon his Head. By Virtue therefore of the 
laudable Doctrines of Equivocation, mental Eva- 

ſion, 


i} . 

Gan, and ſecret Reſervation, he can mean there- 
by only, that ſome Part of our Laws, ſuch as he ſhall 
like; or, in other Words, that his qwn arbitrary 
Will ſhall be the Rule of his future Govern- 
ment; FOR SUCH WILL BE HIS PLEASURE.- 
Inſtead of aſſuring the Owners of the public 
Funds, that, when this mighty Revolution ſhall 
be brought about, they ſhall be. quieted in the 
Enjoyment of their Properties ; he ſpeaks out, 
and by a kind of fortunate Infatuation diſcovers, 
what in Policy ſhould have been diſſembled, un- 
til he was more ſure of Succeſs, and in expreſs 
Terms directs his Commanders to ſeize the Revenues 
of Cuſtoms and Exciſe, and all other * * 
To HIS OWN USE. 

The Loſs of all the public Funds, the tofal 
Deſtruction of public Credit, and the utter Ruin 
of ſo many Families, whoſe Settlements and Bread 
are embarked in them, is a Threatening that 
might have been ſpared. The Proprietors of more 
than fifty Million Pounds Sterling of Property, 
had he no other Oppoſers, are alone ſufficient to 
defeat the Hopes, and diſſipate the Force of the 
Pretender, and his Adherents. 

The Landholders, in his Intereſt, have Ms 
tantalized with Expectations, that after the pub- 
lic Funds ſhall be annihilated, the Land Tax will 
be aboliſhed, and the Produce of Part of the other 

Taxes applied to eaſe the Land.— But this is a vain 
Expectation, ſince, to uſe the Words of an Au- 
thor, 


171 
thor, who formerly wrote on this Subject,“ Theſe 
very Taxes, under a Popiſh and Arbitrary Prince, 
would be the Inſtruments that would rivet our 
Chains, and compleat our Deſtruction. Under 
ſuch a Prince, our Taxes, and our Funds, will 
be certainly continued ; but, inſtead of being, ap- 
plied as they are, to the Payment of the Intereſt 
of lawful Debts, contracted for our Security, and 
to prevent our becoming a Province to France, 
and being the Slaves and Vaſſals of the Pope, 
and the Pretender, they will be ſeized by this 
new Government as lawful Prize, and applied to 
diſcharge a long Roll of Foreign Debts, con- 
trated by the Pretender, or his Family, ſince his 
Father's Abdication. 
In Juſtification of this it will be ſaid, That 
they were given to keep out our lawful, King, and 
ought to be made Uſe of to keep him in: That, 
if we were ſo prodigal of our Wealth, for the 
Support of Rebellion and Faction; can we refuſe 
theſe Revenyes, which are now no longer our 
own, but in Poſſeſſion of the Enemies of the E- 
ſtabliſnment, who gained them at firſt by Stock- 
Jobbing and Extortion, and now keep them as 
the Price of Diſloyalty and Treaſon: Can we re. 
fuſe Revenues (ſo ill got, granted for ſuch bad 
Parpoſes, and fo ill applied) to ſecure the lineal 
Government, founded upon a Succeſſion of our 
natural Princes? Theſe Revenues, therefore, 
C which 


® Cato's Letters, 
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which are now dur Property, and the Property of 
our Neighbours and Relations, will then be uni- 
ted to the Crown, which will be thereby enabled 
at Pleaſure to intermit the Meeting of Parlia- 
ments, without being diſtreſſed to raiſe Money 
by any of thoſe illegal Methods formerly prac- 
tiſed; the Law hath already preſcribed the 
Payment of theſe Taxes, and the wrong Appli- 
cation of them when raiſed will be the patural 
Conſequence of an arbitrary Government. x 

The uniting theſe Taxes to the Crown would, 
therefore, fix an abfolute Power there, deſtroy, 
at one Blow, the whole Property and Trade of 
the Kingdom, and entail laſting and irrerrieva- 
ble Slavery upon ourſelves, and our Pofterity. 
Ar preſent, if prudent Methods be taken, theſe 
great Debts may in Time be paid honeftly off, 
and we again ſce our ſelves a diſengaged People. 
But upon ſuch a dreadfal Turn, as France and the 
Pretender meditate, they will be thrown into' a 
free Gift, and our Taxes will be made perpetual, 
to perpetuate our Slavery. 

Having thus finiſhed 'my Remarks on every 
Thing 1 thought deſerved Obſervation in the 
Papers, it will not be improper, if, to uſe the 
Pretender's Words, I take Notice of ſome One 14 
ions that are contained therein. 
There are no Promiſes. or Aſſurances given to 
the Proprietors, of Church or Abbey Lands, of 
the Triſb or other Ford Eſtates ; ; to the Bank, 


South 
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Sout h- Sea, or Eaſt-India Company; to thoſe who, 
ſince 1688, have had any Grants of Titles, or 
Eſtates from the Crown, that, ſhould this Preten- 
der ſucceed, they ſhall be quieted in the Enjoy- 
ment of their Honours, Privileges, Properties, 
or Eſtates ; »— they will, therefore, by the Let- 
ter of this Declaration, lye W at the 
Mercy of the Conqueror. 

But had the Pretender thereby, in the moſt 
expreſs Terms, promiſed every Man in the 
Kingdom, the quiet Enjoyment of their Re- 
ligion, Titles, Eſtates and Properties, in the 
fame Manner as they now enjoy them; had his 
other Promiſes been ever ſo clear and explicit, and 
liable to none of the foregoing Objections in 
Point of Extent or Expreſſion, no Proteftant, who 
had the Uſe of common Senſe, could poſlibly be 
' fo very weak, or fooliſh, to be duped by them. 
No Oaths, no Obligations we can give him, or 
+ he can take, will be of any Security to us, or of 
any Force with him. The Council of Conſtance 
declared, That Faith is not to be kept with 
*© Hereticks : Our Obligation to God (ſay they) 
s a prior and ſtronger Obligation, which avoids 
and makes null every other Tye.” ..... ... And 
the Actions of Roman Catholicks, in every Age 
ſince, have proved this to be an invariable Article 
of their Practice and Belief; inſomuch, that —, a 
great Prince, who was at the Head of theProteſtant 
Intereſt, uſed to fay of the Proteſtant Princes in 

C 2 Germany, 
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Germany, That they had left off taking the Oaths 
of Popiſh Princes on the "Treaties they made 
with them, becauſe they found that theſe Princes 
reckon'd Oaths to be religious Actions, and, as 
ſach, at the Diſpoſal of their Prieſts; and that there- 
fore they now only took their Word, which the 
Popiſh Princes ſometimes thought themſelves bound 
in Honour to obſerve, as they were Gentlemen. 
This Principle renders all the Securities of 
Oaths and Promiſes from Papiſts ineffectual, it 
being their Duty to act contrary to them, and a 
Diſpenſation from Rome, or a private Confeſſor, 
will at any Time quiet any little Struggles of 
Conſcience or Honour which may riſe in them 
againſt ſuch Perfidy: It makes it unſafe to dwell 
under the ſame Roof, within the ſame Country 
with them; becauſe their Superſtition diſſolves not 
only all natural Ties, but all expreſs and volunta- 
ry Engagements they can enter into, if they af- 
terwards think them injurious to their Church. 
This alone can account for the continual Breaches 

© of all Promiſes and Oaths that Popiſh Princes 
make to their Proteſtant Subjects, or from Popiſh 
Subjects to their Proteſtant Princes, and is the 
great Reaſon why Popiſh Governments are al- 
ways arbitrary. 

The Repealing the Edict of Nantes, ſworn to 
by the Kings of France at their Coronations, the 
Maſſacres of Paris and Ireland, and the Cruelties 
practis d by Queen Mary, wut convince every 
reaſonable 
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reaſonable Man that the Roman Catholicks not 
only believe, but practiſe this Doctrine. 

The Proteſtants of Suffolk took Part with the 
Princeſs Mary, a Papiſt, againſt the Lady Jane 
Gray, a Proteſtant, upon Condition that ſhe would 
not alter the Religion eſtabliſhed by her Brother 
King Edward the Sixth, which the Princeſs Mary 
ſolemnly promiſed to perform, and 10 be content 
with the private Exerciſe of ber own Religion, 

In les than one Month ſhe changed her Lan- 
* guage, and declared in Council, that ſhe would 
not force Proteſtants to change their Religion. 

She ſoon after advanced a Step further, and if- 
ſued a Proclamation, in which ſhe declared ſhe 
would compel none of her Subjects in Matters of 
Religion, *till publick Order ſpould be taken in it 
by common Aſent; or, in other Words, till ſhe 
could model a Parliament that would concur with 
her in it. 

In leſs than three Months after her Promiſe to 
the Suffolk Men the Parliament met, and repealed 
King Edward's Laws concerning Religion; and 
not long after another Parliament was called more 
agreeable to the religious Views of the Queen; in 
which both Houſes addreſſed the King and 
Queen, that they would intercede with the Pope's 
Legate to reconcile them to the See of Rome; and 
accordingly both Houſes, on their Knees, received 
Abſolution from the Legate, whoſe Impudence 
was ſuch, that he at the ſame Time denounced the 
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Judgments of God againſt the Poſſeſſors of 
Church Lands, in which were included great Part 
of the Nobility and Gentry preſent. 

A cruel Perſecution was ſoon after begun, and 
all EZugland was filled with the Flames of Mar- 
tyrs, of which 284 were burnt in this Reign with- 
out any Regard had to Age or Sex; and in a 
particular Manner the Proteſtants of Suffolk, by 
whoſe Aſſiſtance the Queen gained the Crown, 
were the early Victims of her religious Zeal, and, 
by the ery Tryals they underwent, have taught 
Poſterity that Proteſtants ought not to put any 
Truſt in the Promiſes of Papiſts. 

The Friends and Agents of the Pretender will 
inſinuate, that He is not of a Temper to take ſuch 
cruel Meaſures. Were that true, — which 
we have no Reaſon to believe, the fame 
may be {aid of Queen Mam; the Cruelties in her 
Reign are not to be attributed to the natural 
Temper of the Queen, which her Enemies allow 
was not cruel, but to her Religion, which incul- 
cated the doing ſuch Actions as meritorious. 
The Queſtion at preſent is not, Whether 
we will be governed by this or that Prince, 
according to the Laws and Conſtitution of our 
Country? but, Whether we ſhall be the free 
Subjects of a Proteſtant King, or the Slaves of 
one who will be a Slave to France; of One who 
has been educated in the Maxims of abſolute Ty- 
ranny, who will not think himſelf bound by 

Laws, 
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Laws, which he will ſay were made by Rebels, but 
will deſtroy thoſe Parliaments which have declared 
him to be a Traytorz who has been educated and 
is zealous in a Religion, which ever thirſts for the 
Blood of Proteſtants, and has been an Eye Wit- 
neſs of the Succeſs of extirpating Hereſy, by Dra-* 
goons and Gallies? | fe WF. 
What (as Mr. Addiſon obſeryes*) can we ex- 
« pet from an Army bleſt by the Pope, headed 
£ * by a zealous Roman Catholick, encouraged by 
© the moſt bigotted Princes of the Church of 
<* Ronie, ſupported by Contributions, not only 
from theſe ſeveral. Potentates, but from the 
© wealthieſt of their Convents, and officer*d by 
* Trib Papiſts, and Outlaws? The Rebels have 
already ſhewn us, that they want no Inclina- 
tion to promote their Cauſe by Fire and 
Sword, where they have an Opportunity of 
© pradtiſing their Barbarities. Should ſuch a 
© fierce and rapacious Hoſt. of Men, as that 
„which is now near Edinburgh, fall down into 
© our Country that is ſo well peopled, adorned 
and cultivated, how would this March be di- 
©* ſtinguiſhed by Ravage and Devaſtation! might 
not we fay of them in the ſublime. and beauti- 
© ful Words of the Prophet, deſcribing the Pro- 
© grels of an enraged Army from the North: 
© Before them is as the Garden of Eden, and be- 


© hind them as the deſolate WilderneG; yea, and 
nothing ſhall eſcape them. 
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Will the Proteſtant States of Europe (to ufe 
with ſome Variation the Words of an Author 
who wrote in the Year 1714) fo forget them- 
ſelves as to ſuffer this great and mighty Na- 
tion to fall into the Hands of a Popiſh King? 
If they will not, Whence then can this Pretender 
e but by che Aſſiſtance of France 

Spain? And can any Man believe they will 
venture their Treaſure, and their Arms, where 
they expect to reap no Advantage ? Should 
they inſiſt on the moſt extravagant Terms, ſhould 
Spain demand Gibraltar and Jamaica; and France, 
beſides Cape Breton, inſiſt that Phmouth and Pori{- 
"mouth, nay Chatham itſelf, ſhould be delivered 
into their Hands, with what Face can the Pre- 
tender refuſe it? He can refuſe nothing to a 
Family that protected his Father, educated and 
maintained him, and made ſo many Attempts in 
his Favour, and by whoſe Means alone he can 
ever hope to poſſeſs theſe Kingdoms. Is it poſſi- 
ble to imagine he will heſitate in granting all they 
alk, when he conſiders he has no Proſpect of ever 
gaining the Crown but by their Aſſiſtance? It 
is much more probable he will conſent to any 
Terms, and endeavour to fix his Government 
here by a' ſtanding Army of Papiſts. We ſhall 
be then told that Proteſtant and Engliſh ones, 
which already betrayed the Father, will betray 
the Son, and cannot be truſted : That our. fre- 
quent Rebellions render us unfit to be relyed on; 
and that if we turned out a Proteſtant Prince 
12 | . 


hon we ourſelyes called in, we ſhall be apt, 
upon the leaſt Diſguſt or Caprice, to turn out our 


hereditary King, as we did his Father. Thus 
if he follows the Dictates of his Edu- 


earſony his Paſſion arid his Religion; he will ſtrip 
as of our Properties, and root up; if poſſible; the 
very Memory of our Liberties and Religion. 
This is what we are to look for if the Pre- 

tender ever gets Poſſeſſion of this Kingdom; and 
' what elſe can . expected from one who has been 
bred up by the Jeſuits; the falſeſt and moſt inve-' 
terate of all our Enemies, in a Country where the 
greateſt Tyranny; both in Religion and Civil Go- 
vernment, is exerciſed; and who comes full of 
Revenge, and fired with Reſentment againſt a 
Nation who have long excluded him from what- 
he has been taught to believe his Right. 
All the Invafions in bis Favour have been un- 
dettaken- more to ſupport the ambitious Deſigns 
of France; whoſe Tool and political Puppet he is, 
than out of atiy Expectation of his conquering 
theſe Kingdoms. The Invaſion in 1408 was 
calculated with that View; and we all know the 
preſent inſolent Attempt is ſolely owing to this 
Nation's having ſo ſeaſonably and vigotouſly un- 
dertaken the Defence of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and the Liberties of Europe, in Oppoſition to the 
atnbitivus Deſigns France had formed for de- 
preſſing the one and enſlaving the other. 
We cannot therefore be drawn in to give any 
Countenance or Aſſiſtance to the Schemes of 
out worlt and moſt inveterate Enemy. 

7 — D | Let 
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Let us not be impoſed ot by falſe Notions of 
Injuſtice, founded on the rigiculous Pretenſions of 
hereditary Right, and, om of a weak Compaſſion 
for one Perſon who is juffly and legally excluded, 
be cruel to ourſelves, our Country, and our Poſ- 
terity. What Right can this Pretender inſiſt on? 
He can have no Right but what his Father could 
leave him, which was none; — (nor to mention 
the Grounds there are to believe he is but 2 pre- 
tended Son). 

We can never forget the many ſolemn Oaths 
his pretended Father broke, the High Commi/- 
fon Court he erected, which was little better than 
a Court of Inquifition;, his committing to Priſon, 
and proſecuting divers worthy Prelates, for hum- 
bly petitioning, to be excuſed from concurring in 
his arbitrary Proceedings; his levying Money, and 
applying it to the Uſe of the Crown, by Pre 
rence of his Prerogative, without Authority of 
Parliament; his raiſing and keeping a landing 
Army within this Kingdom in Time of Peace, 
without Conſent of Parliament, and quartering 
Soldiers contrary to Law; his difarming Pro- 
zeftants at the fame Time Papiſts were illegally 
armed and employed ; his violating the Freedom 
of Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament; 
his taking away the Charters from Corporations , 
his procuring corrupt Furies, taking exceſſrot Bails, 
impoſing exceſſrve Fines, inflicting illegal and cruel 


Puniſoments, and making Grants and Promiſes of 
ah ines 
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of | Fines and Forfeitures, before any Conviction or 


Judgment againſt the Perſons upon whom the fame 
were to be leviedꝰ, and the innocent Blood he cauſed 
to be ſhed during his ſhort Reign; and all this with 
a View to perform the Promiſe he had made to 
the Jeſuits, that be would either convert the Nation, 


or die in ibe Attempt Did he not, upon the 


Ame Principle, aſſume to himſelf an Authority 
to diſpenſe with thoſe Laws which he had ſworn 
to obſerve, and which were the Condition apon 
which he was crowned, and the Terms on which 
his Subjects ſwore to obey him? Did he not by 
theſe,” and innumerable other Acts of Violence 
and Injuſtice, forfeit his Right to the Crown, and 
declare he would no longer be our King, by thus 
taking upon him the Power of a Tyrant? And, 

after all this, Did he not abdicate his Gd. 
after having, by a Series of Miſconduct and 


Wickedneſs, forfeited all Right to rule over us? 


Kings were intended for the Preſervation of the 
People they were to govern, not for their De- 
ſtruction.— No one will fay it is unjuſt to de- 


. fend our Lives and Eitates againſt a Robber, or 


our Country againſt an Invader : A Tyrant is 
worſe than theſe ; he is one whom we have truſt. 
ed, and who has betrayed us; heis a Father who 
has eadeavoured to deſtroy his Children; — and 
ſuch a one was King James the Second, the pre; 


» 2 Declaration of Rights. 
Vid. the Liege Letter, « * 
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nde Father of our Invader. It is ſtrange 


jt ſhould ever enter into the Mind of rations 


Creatures, to inſiſt it is unjuſt for Men to defend 
the common Rights of Men, ar. to think it a 
Crime for a Man to hazard his Life to preſerve 
his Country from Slavery and Qppreſſign-+. 
Cart ſunt Parentes, cari Liberi, grapinguls familiares.; 
Sed onmes ammium Caritates Patris una. Com oft ; 


Pro qua quis bonus —_—_— 
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We have received from our Anceſtors Laws and 
Liberties, which they bravely purchaſed, and 
often defended with their Blogd. We cannot be 
ſo degenerate as to tranſmit, in their Stead, Sla- 
very and Tyranny to our Poſterity. The Laws 
both of God and Nature oblige uy to ng” 8 
the Liberty coberetuith be has made us free. 
begot our Children in Freedom; ſhall we 
them to be Slaves? Let it not be ever hid thax 
a few deſpicable Traitors at Home, and thoſe 
Enemies we have ſo often triumphed over Abroad, 
were able to accompliſh the Ruin of this mighty 
Nation, It cannot be poſſible that, we, who have 
ſo often and ſo gloriouſly qverthrown the Troops 
of France -and Spain in Battle, ſhould bow qur 
Necks.to a Viceroy they ſhall ſend us. Refſect on 
the Conſequence of ſuch a Behaviour, Can we 
bear to ſee ſuch of our Friends or Relations, Who 
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will. not regounce their Religion, nor embrace 
the” ieee Lader, of the Church, of Rome, 
flaming in the publick Places of our Cities? We, 
who were ogce the Terror of our Enemies, who 
were at the Head of the Confederacy in Europe, 
againſt the Unjverſal Monarchy, that was at- 
tempted by France, cannot live and fee ourſelves, 
ur County, our Trade, 'our Liberties, and 
every, Thing that is valuable among Men, 112 
youred by that ambition Tyrant. It mlt rait 

the Indignation of every Briton, to think there 
is 4 Poſſibility of our becoming Subjects to thoſe 
whom we heretofore trampled on; of having our 
Country ravaged, and” our” Cities deftroyed, by 
thoſe, whom, when we could have conquered, 
we ſpared ; and of being treated with Contempd, 
by thoſe who once trembled at our Name. 

I do not ſay this from any Apprehenſions that 
my loyal Countrymen will be ſlack in oppoſing 
our Invaders. I have repreſented to them in- 
deed, in a ſtrong Light, what we have to appre- 
hend, and how. nearly de are threatened ; be- 
cauſe, to Men of true Courage, the greater Dan- 
ger ſtands before them, and the greater Shame 
they ſee will attend them if they do not fur- 
mount it, the greater Valour and Reſolution is 
thereby raiſed in them to bear up againſt it 

I will never believe that Men, who, for their 
Bravery and Fortitude, have been the Glory of 
Europe, and the Delight of all Nations, will at 


HP 
til Tims; through Fear or Remiſſneß, faſfer 
France and the Pretender to triumph over us. 


: +3 Pre 


If they ſhould, they will delervedly become the 
Seorn-and Contempt of the preſent Age, and be 
infamous and-accurſed by lateſt Poſteriry.——But | 
this. can never be the Cale. of Men who will ſhed 
the laſt Drop of their. Blood, gn $f. 
ſubmit: to ſuch reproachful Terms. What'is 
Death, if compared to : a Life led with Shame and 
Tgnominy? And how: much ore will it become 
Freemen and to dic gloriouſly, in defend- 
ing the Liberty of. their Country, than 9.1 7 
baſely beneath an inglorious Slavery. 
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V FS fact Iriclinations of our Subjekts 
CESS towards Us 3. and . wheteas, on 
Account of the _ preſent Situation of this Country, 
it will be abſclutely inipoſſible for Us to be in 
Perſon at the firſt Serting-up of Our Royal Stan- 
dard, and even ſome Time after. We there- 
fore eſteem it for our Service, and the Good of 
dir Kiftigdoms and Dominions, to nominate and 


appoint our deareſt Son CARL Es, Prince of 
"7. | ales, 


| 


45 — 
5 6 
* 
- 
Iu * ® 
. 

; af *Y 

— 


dppoint, as we hereby nominate, conſtitute and 


4 2 * 
alis, to be ſole Regent of our Kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and of all other 
our Dominions, during our Abſence. It is our 
Will and Intention, that our faid deareſt Son 
ſhould enjoy and exerciſe all that Power and Au- 
"rhovity, which, according to the ancient Conſti- 
- *tution of our Kingdoms, has been enjoyed * 

erxerciſed by former Regents. "Requiring all 

faithful Subjects to give all due Submiſſion and 
Obedience to our Regent aforeſaid, as immediate- 
17 repreſenting our Royal Perſon, and acting by 
our Authority. And We do hereby revoke all 
Commiſſions of Regency, granted to any. Perſon 

or Perſons whatſoever. And Lay, We hereby 

| Peels wich all Formalitits, and other Omiſſions, 

1 that A de herein contained; declaring this our 
Commis to be as ſirm and valid to all Intents 
and Purpoſes, as if it had paſſed our Great Seal, 
"and as if it were according to the uſual Stile and 
:Forms.”-Givzx under our Sign Manual, and 
Privy Signet, at bur Court at Rome, the 23d 
Day of December 4743, in Sg e Year 


of our Reign. 
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Number II. 
CHARLES, P. R. 


Y Virtue and Authority of the Aae Com 

miſſion of Regency, granted unto Us by 
the King our Royal Father, We are now come 
to execute His Majeſty's Will and Pleaſure, by 
ſetting up his Royal Standard, and aſſerting his 
undoubted Right to the Throne of his Anceſ- 
'(: » Wed The:0Þ | S "17 31 
Wx do therefore, in His Majeſty's Name, 
and purſuant to the Tenor of his ſeveral. Decla- 
rations; Rereby grant a free, full and general 
Pardon ſor all Treaſons, Rebellions, and Offen- 
ces whatſoever, committed at any Time before 
the Publication hereof, againſt our Royal Grand- 
father, His preſent Majeſty, and Ourſelves. To 
the Benefit of this Pardon, We ſhall deem juſtly 
entitled all ſuch of his Majeſty's Subjects, as ſhall 
teſtify their WillingneG to accept of it, either 
by joining our Forces with all convenient Dili- 


"&# 

„ What is the Im adi. be 
e is he Import of le to know, who any T 
in the Pretender's Promiſes. If, which I am told is the Caſe, 
they are more refrained than this it will be ſaid the Son has 
in this exceeded his Authori If they are more extenſive, 
which, however, is not „it may be ſaid, that this 
” 
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gence, by ſetting up his Royal Standard in other 
. by repairing for our Service to any Place, 
where it ſhall be ſo ſet, up; of; at leaſt by openly 
renouncing all pretended Allegiance to the Uſurp- 

Er, all Obedience lers; to 
of 3 Perſon or mip e Seay 
_ Noyed bu him, or, ating/ayowedly for. him. 
As for-thoſe, who ſhall.appear more. Ggnally 
; zealous for the -Recyyery. of his Majeſty's juſt. 
Rights, and the; Rrpfpericy, af their Country 3, 
We ſhall take: effectual. Care to have them re- 
warded, according ta their reſpectiye Degrees 
and Merits ; And we particularly promiſe, -as. 
aforeſaid, u full, free, and general Pardon to all 
Ochcets, Soldiers and Sailors, naw engaged in 
the Service af the Uſurper; provided that, upon 
—————— 
aux Eight ot Wende gad, his Majeſty's) Forces, 
ta their Duty ſince they can- 
not but be ſenſihle, that no Engagements enter'd 
in with. a foreign Uſurper, can diſpenſe with 
the Allegiance they owe to their Natural Sove- 
reigu. And as à further Encouragement to them 
0 comply with their Duty, and our Commands, 
We promiſe to every ſoch Officer the fame, or 
a higher Poſt in our Setvice, chan that which. at 
preſent he enjoys, with full e ee 
declaring do. Ur Aud u every Soldier, Mag 
| : er, 


9 


3 


„ 

n 
o every Seaman, and Mariner of the Fleat, 
who ſhall, declare for, and ſerve Us, all their 
Arcearsz and.a whole Year's Pay to be\given 10 
each of them, as a Gratuity, as. ſoon as ever the 
Kiogdows ſhall. be in a State of Tranquility, | 
W do hereby; further promiſe! and declare, 
ig, His Majeſty's Name, and by Virtue of the 
ahoveſaid Commiſſipn ; That as ſoon as ever: that 
happy State is obtained, he will by and with 
the Advice of a, free Parliament, wherein; no 
Corruption, nor undue Influence whatſoever, ſhall 
be. uſed: tg bya the. Votes af che EleBors, on 
Eletzed, ſertle, - confirm, and, ſecure all. tho 
Rights, Eccleſiaſtical, and Civil, of each of his 
 reſpeQive Kingdoms.3 his Majeſty being fully re- 
ſplyed to maintaig- the. Church of- lend, as. by. 
Law eſtahliſned and likewiſe the. Froteſtant 


Churches of Scotland and. Iralaud, conſormable-ta 
the Laws of cach reſpectire Kingdom, together 


wih a Toleration to. all. Proteflans- Diſſenters 3 
he being utterly averſe, ta all Nerſecutiun and - Op- 
preſſion, whatſqever, particularly on Account of, 
Conscience and, Religion. And: we Ourſelves. 
being perfectly convinced of the. Reaſonableneſi 


ſequence bereof, further promiſe- and: declare, 
that all his Majeſty's Subjects ſhall: be by him 
 apdauy;maintained in the full-Enjoyment-andPoſ- 
kſſion af all their Roghts, Privileges, and Im- 

munitics, 


and Rquity of, the ſame Principles; do, in Con- 
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munities, and eſpecially of % Churches; Univer- 
lities, Colleges, and Schools, conformable to the 

Laus of the Land, which ſhall ever be the un- 
alterable Rule of his Majeſty's Government. and 

any own Actions, | 

And, that this our Undertaking may be ac- 
aanpartied with as little preſent Inconveniency as 
poſſible to the King's Subjects; We do hereby 
authorize and require all Civil Officers and Ma- 
giſtrates, now in Place and Office, to continue 
till forther Orders, to execute their reſpective 
Employments in our Name, and by dur Authori- 
fy, as far as may be requifite for the Mainte- 
nance of common . Juſtice, Order, and Quiet: 
Willing” arid requiring them, at the ſame time, 
to give ſtrict Obedience to ſuch Orders, and Di- 
rections, as may from Time to Time be ifſued 
out by us, or thoſe” who ſhall be veſted with any 

Share of our Authority and Power. 

W alſo command and require all Officers of 
the Revenues, Cuſtoms, and Exciſe, all Tax- 
gatherers of what Denomination ſoever ; and all 
others, who may have any Part of the publick 
Money in their Hands, to deliver it immediately 
to ſome principal Commander authoriſed by Us, 
and take bis Receipt for the ſame, which ſball be 
to them a ſufficient Diſchatge; and in Caſe of 
Nefuſal, we authorize and charge all ſuch our 


Commanders to exact the fame for our Uſe, and 
to be accountable for it to us, or our Officers for 


that Purpoſe appointed. 


AND 


1 


lect of ſo neceſſary and important a Duty: For 


henceforth oppoſe us, or wilfully and deliberately - 


i” J. 
And having thus ſincerely, - and in the Pre · 
hace of Almighty Gow declared the true Senthy 
ments and Intentions of the King dur Royal Fa- 
ther, as well as our own, in this Expedition. We 
do hereby require and command all his loving 
Subjects to be aſſiſting to us in the Recovery of 
his juſt Rights, and of their on Liberties: And 
that all ſuch from the Age of Sixteen to Sixty, 
do forthwith repair · to his Majeſty's Royal Stand- 
ard, or join themſelves to ſuch as ſhall firſt ap. 
pear in their reſpective Shires for his Service: 
And alſo to ſeize the Horſes and Arms of all 
ſuſpected Perſons, and all Ammunition, Forage, 


and whatever elſe may n Eun 
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of our Forces. 
Lai. We do hereby require all n She- 
riffs and other Magiſtrates of what Denomination | 


ſoever, their reſpective Deputies, and all others to 


whom it may belong, to publiſh this our Decla- 
ration at the Market Croſſes of their reſpective 


Cities, Towns and Burroughs, and there to pro- 


claim his Majeſty, under the Penalty of being 
proceeded againſt according to Law, for the Neg- 


as we have hereby graciouſly and ſincerely offered 
a free and general Pardon for all that is paſſed z 
fo we, at the ſame Time, ſeriouſly warn all his 
Majeſty's Subjects, That we ſhall leave to the 
Rigour of the Law, all thoſe. who ſhall from 


do or concur in any Act or Acts, Civil or Mili. 
tary y 
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